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NAACP
proposes
police
policy
changes

God is not
through
with me
yet
BY DEXTER McCREE
Feature Writer

BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Rev. Dr. Manuel Sykes,
president of the local
NAACP, held a press conference last Wed., May 15,
to highlight concerns about
recent changes to St. Petersburg Police Department’s (SPPD) pursuit
policy and their diminishing minority personnel.
Surrounded by several
community members interested in the preservation of
civil liberties and human
rights, Sykes warned that
several recent shooting incidents in the community
involving the police and citizens could cause an eruption that threatens public
safety.
“The greatest fear is
that tension in the community erupts and we have a
situation where police officers and other citizens are
placed in harm’s way,”
Sykes said speaking at the
local branch office. “The
change in the SPPD pursuit
policy has left large openings for police chases. The
use of deadly force is a second issue.”
Sykes added that the recent report about SPPD
shooting at teens in a
See NAACP, page 5

Tru Essence Event & Planning owner, Rosalyn Reese
and mistress of ceremonies Electra “Mystic” Davis.



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Ladies around the world
gathered last Saturday
for the 2nd Annual International Natural Hair
Meetup Day. St. Petersburg was no exception
hosting a generous
crowd of women at VFW
Post 6827, located at
4145 34th St. N., St Petersburg.
The great debate
among
historic
is
black women: natural or
chemically treated hair?
Books have been written
documentaries
and

filmed; yes, even comedian Chris Rock’s got
into the debate with his
2009 film “Good Hair.”
Well, the trendy socialite blogger, Adeea
Rogers has cast her vote
as well. In an attempt to
garner increased support regarding natural
hair in her own community, she began just a few
short years ago to successfully host meet-ups
around the world.
All Natural Hair
Meetup Days take place
on the same day each
year whether it’s in
Tokyo or Louisville, and
the St. Petersburg cele-

bration was presented by
Rosalyn Reese and Tru
Essence Event & Planning.
“I decided to make it
a black carpet event even
though the carpet is
red,” Reese joked as she
pointed out all the
women in attendance
that showed off not
only their spectacular
wardrobe, but their
beautifully natural hair.
“Just like celebrities do.”
But the day was not
just a fashion show.
Reese arranged representatives from area salons and local vendors to
promote natural hair

among African-American
women, along with safe,
gentle, and chemical
free products. She hopes
the information will help
guide natural hair wearers in their pursuits to
find that perfect hair
stylist.
ever ybody
“Not
wants to do their own
hair,” discussed supporter and mistress of
Electra
ceremonies
“Mystic” Davis. “Ever ybody believes that just
because you’re natural
you have to do your own
hair in your own home.”
See HAIR, page 4



BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON

Rev. Dr. Manuel Sykes

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The dance moves of
Chicago Style Steppin
combines grace, elegance and a touch of ol’
time sassiness. Steppin
has exploded from its
birthplace of Chicago and

now this synchronized
form of dancing is being
enjoyed in cities throughout the nation including
Detroit, Miami, Atlanta,
Los Angeles and now St.
Pete.
Steppin has been performed in African-American communities since
See STEPPIN, page 6

ST. PETERSBURG —
The arrival
of Apostle
Orlando
Bembry to
St. Petersburg signals that
God is not
Orlando
through
Bembry
him
with
yet! Flesh took him there.
Life has brought him here.
His message of restoration
will be delivered tonight at
Anointed Word Fellowship
“Word Power” service and
again on Sunday morning.
“I feel blessed to come
to the Tampa Bay area,”
said Bembry. “I thank God
that he never gave up on
me. My call is to let others
know that today there is
hope in tomorrow no matter what yesterday was.”
Bembry is the Founder
of a host of ministries. He
believes in a fully functioning five-fold ministry operating in the power and truth
of God’s revealed word.
“I accepted the gift of
salvation at the age of 33 in
March of 1995, one Sunday
morning after attending a
revival that week,” said Bembry. This is noteworthy
because up to that point I
had no prior significant exposure to God or His word.”
Bembry’s initial calling
came for him to minister at
the Metro West Detention
Center every Wednesday night and through his
faithful service, Centurion
Evangelistic Center was
birthed.
He also started Officers
United for Christ Ministries
in 1997. This ministry was
formed to release an evangelistic spirit of revival
focusing on the employees
and families of the Miami
Dade County Corrections,
as well as those incarcerated within the seven facilities staffed by Miami Dade.
Then came “the fall.”
In 2005 his actions of infidelity led to a divorce and
he relinquished his post.

Chicago Steppin class meets every
Tuesday at pTEC.

See GOD, page 3
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OPINIONS
Jason Collins is not a hero!

BY DARRELL COLLINS

I am compelled to write
this editorial in light of all
the recent publicity on
Jason Collins. Jason Collins
is an NBA basketball player
who recently “came out”
reveling to the nation and
in essence to the world that
he is gay. Many media outlets and persons of fame
from the White House to
Out House were swept off
their feet by this confession. They praised Jason
Collins as a hero for revealing this once hidden secret.
Jason Collins is not a
hero. A man revealing to
the nation that he prefers
having sex with other men
does not make him a hero.
A confession of being gay
does not make one a hero.

Please do not mistake what
I’m saying as a condemnation or hatred towards
Jason Collins. From all that
I have heard and researched regarding Jason
Collins, I sincerely believe
Jason is one of the nicest
young men one could ever
meet. He comes from a
very loving and close family. I certainly would never
be a part of those that
would “gay bash” or hate
on Jason Collins. My Christian upbringing has taught
me to love all people. I can
say without hesitation I
love Jason Collins as a person.
However, loving Jason
Collins does not mean I am
obligated to agree with, endorse, or love his lifestyle. I
have the right to disagree
with Jason and still love
him. My disagreeing with
Jason does not diminish my
love for him. I have two
sons in whom I love with all
of my heart. Let’s suppose
one of them “came out” and
revealed to me that he is
gay. I would still love my
son with all of my heart, but

I would not be obligated to
agree with, endorse, or love
that lifestyle he chose. It
would be ridiculous for me
to condemn my son, gay
bash, or speak words of hatred towards him. However, he would know up
front that I love him very
much but I also have a right
to disagree with his homosexual lifestyle. I have a few
relatives who are gay. I love
them as well but I’m not in
love with the lifestyle they
have chosen.
I admit that my view
point on the homosexual
lifestyle is a biblical theological view point. I do not
believe taking the position
that our Creator takes on
this subject is a bad position to stand on. In fact it is
the best position. In the biblical book of Leviticus chapter 18, God inscribe a list of
sexual practices that are
abominable (detestable)
and therefore unacceptable
to Him. They include incest, adultery, homosexual
relations (see verse 22),
and sexual relations with
animals. I believe our Cre-

ator’s position is still worthy of our respect and acceptance. We can unwisely
choose to oppose our Creator’s standards for living
He has graciously revealed
to us. However, history has
proven over and over again,
to oppose our Creator is a
seriously grave and regretful mistake that we should
never make. Opposing our
Creator is a battle we can
never win.
It amazes me and I am
puzzled to understand why
the kind of sexual relations
Jason Collins and others
prefer in the privacy of their
bedrooms has become
such a public matter. Why
does the nation and world
need to know that Jason
Collins prefers to have sex
with other men? Personally
I’m not interested in knowing what kind of sexual relations one engages, in the
privacy of their homes and
bedrooms. This seems to
be too much personal/private information being revealed in public.
There are a few questions I have that no one

seem to have appropriate
answers for and this puzzle
me as well. Why is it seemingly a sin in the minds of
many if one disagrees with
the
homosexual/gay
lifestyle? In this case, why
is it a sin to disagree with
Jason Collins’ lifestyle?
Why are so many people
afraid to publicly disagree
with the homosexual/gay
lifestyle? When did disagreeing with the homosexual/gay
lifestyle
become a sin and who declared it a sin? I would like
to ask that person a few
questions including, who
made you God. Did you
create the heavens and the
earth? Did you make man
in your own image and
after your likeness? Can
you breath life into a man
or woman and make them
live? Can you walk on
water, etc.
Let me reiterate, Jason
Collins has the right to
choose to live whatever
lifestyle he desires. I believe whole heartedly that
Jason is a good young man
and a wonderful person. In

fact he could very well be a
relative of mine. I do plan to
research that and find out
for sure. I love Jason
Collins as a person. I am
not about condemning
Jason Collins or hating on
him in any way, shape or
form. However, I do not
agree with Jason’s homosexual/gay lifestyle. Although Jason and many
others have chosen to live
this lifestyle, I as well as
others also have a right to
disagree with it.
I understand that my
position may possibly the
minority position in today’s
society.
However, one
thing we can be assured of,
Jason Collins and others
who chose the homosexual/gay lifestyle will stand
before our Creator one day.
They will need to convince
Him that they took the
right position on the homosexual/gay lifestyle, and
He took the wrong position. Good luck with that
one.
Darrell Collins is a
Christian Minister in St. Petersburg, Florida

top athletic universities (as
distinguished from top academic universities) generate
millions of dollars for their
institutions. Athletes may be
rewarded with scholarships,
but with full time academic
and training schedules, have
to hustle for money to buy a
phone, travel home, and pay
for other incidentals. If a
generous alumnus chooses
to subsidize a student for
these expenses, both the
student and the school will
be sanctioned.
Why not pay these athletes at least some of the
money they are generating
for their colleges? Or why
not take college athletics
down a notch, putting the
millions of dollars of advertising money aside in favor
of the purpose of college –
education. This would probably shatter a student-pimping industry. It would also
remind students that their
tenure in college is about academics, not athletics.
This proposal is as likely
to be implement as ice
cubes are likely to survive
10 seconds in hell. Yet col-

lege leaders must grapple
with the many ways that
sports dollars and energy
distort the educational experience. There are stadiums
full of fans clapping for the
last 3-pointer, or the winning
touchdown, but little applause for the Phi Beta
Kappa graduate, or the best
poet on campus. These are
societal values that have, unfortunately, penetrated the
ivory tower.
My interest in this issue
is the fact that many of the
athletes are African Americans who often come from
low- and moderate-income
families. Many are student
athletes who combine their
athletic prowess with academic ability. Too many others have been recruited for
their athletic prowess,
notwithstanding
athletic
ability. Classes that do require little – not even attendance — do not advance the
long-term interests of students.
When student-athletes
get hurt, what happens to
them? Some colleges will
continue their scholarships,

others will not. Further, the
likelihood of moving from
the college basketball court
or gridiron to a professional
one is something like 1 percent. Those who aren’t
drafted and don’t make it to
an athletic career often languish without even basic
skills to market.
If I had my way, I’d ask
that every college spend
more on physical fitness
than on student athletics. If
I had my way, fitness would
be as required a course as
literature or history. Truly, if
I had my way I would consider putting exploitive college athletics on the back
burner.
I’m not going to have my
way. On too many of our nation’s college campuses the
sports mission has overshadowed the education
mission. Kudos President
Beverly Tatum for choosing
the road less travelled.
Julianne Malveaux is a
Washington, D.C.-based economist and writer. She is President Emerita of Bennett
College for Women in Greensboro, N.C.

Placing athletics above academics

BY JULIANNE MALVEAUX
NNPA Columnist

Why do sports play such
a prominent role in college
education? Does it crowd
out the attention we pay to
other aspects of college life?
Why are student athletes
treated like slaves or gladiators, playing to pay colleges
for the fruits of their labor?
Other
students
enjoy
“school spirit” when their
team wins, and universities
collect revenue from advertisers when they make it to
the big leagues.
Women’s sports don’t
reap the same benefits that
men’s sports do. Still, Spelman’s President Beverly
Daniels Tatum deserves
kudos for eliminating the

college’s basketball program in favor of providing
physical education for all of
Spelman’s students. She
made the important calculation that organized sports
activity costs hundreds of
thousands, if not millions of
dollars, and just a few students benefit from the athletic training. To be sure,
school spirit is elevated
when Spelman students
cheer against opponents; yet
a burst of school spirit, however, is worth a lot less than
graduating a cadre of physically aware, if not fit, young
women.
At Bennett College for
Women, our goal was to educate the “whole” woman –
academically, intellectually,
spiritually, physically, and
socially. Yes, people come to
college to be prepared academically, but colleges are
more than four-year matriculation experiences. This is
why so many colleges attempt to offer a holistic experience for students.
Unfortunately, too many
schools place athletics
above other aspects of stu-

dent development. At Penn
State University, the football
team was such a moneymaking machine that the fabled coach Joe Paterno
jeopardized his legacy by allegedly covering up a sex
abuse scandal. At Florida
Agriculture and Mechanical
University (FAMU), the
revered marching band
found its glitter not only tarnished but also corroded by
the death of one of the band
members as a result of his
hazing. At Duke University,
lacrosse players were accused of enticing, then abusing strippers at their
apartments. While the allegations were disputed, the
university earned a black
eye for the bad behavior of
its athletes. At nearby University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, departing Chancellor Holden Thorp spent
nearly half of his time dealing with athletic scandals
that included no-show
classes for football players,
the firing of a coach, and the
possibility of academic sanctions against the university.
Basketball and football at
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By Pastor Martin Rainey

National Father’s Day
For the next several weeks, Rainey’s Bulletin will do a series of articles and radio
broadcasts on Wednesday evenings on the
Community Vineyard, which is aired on
WRXB – 1590 at 8p.m., dealing with how
the father impacts the lives of children.
National Father’s Day was first proposed by Mrs. John B. Dodd of Washington State in 1909. She wanted a special day
to honor her father William Smart. Her father was a Civil War veteran that was widowed after his wife died in childbirth with
their sixth child.
Smart raised the newborn and his
other five children on a rural farm in eastern Washington State. It was after Mrs.
Dodd became an adult that she realized
the strength and selflessness her father
had shown in raising his children as a single parent.
The first Father’s Day was observed
on June 19, 1910 in Spokane, Wash., and
finally in 1966, President Lyndon Johnson
signed a presidential proclamation declaring the third Sunday of June as Father’s
Day.
As you reflect on fathers, consider the
following:
• What effect does father engagement/involvement have on the lives of
children?
• Is father engagement, positive or
negative?
• Should unmarried fathers be allowed to share in raising their children? If
so, or if not, why?
• In your opinion, what will become of
children if unwed fathers are not engaged?
Note: Involvement refers to short
term; engagement refers to long term.
Child support and wellbeing
Receipt of child support aids children
living in poor, single-headed families in
several significant ways:
Child support has a positive impact on
children’s academics and behavior. Fathers who are willing and able to pay child
support may also be more likely to engage

in positive family processes that affect
child outcomes.
Poor, unmarried fathers may choose
to provide informal financial support to
their children in place of formal child support. The formal child-support system
may keep poor fathers from participating
in their children lives for fear of imprisonment.
Children whose parents are not married to one another benefit from paternal
financial contributions through child support.
Receipt of formal child support is
lower for all poor single-mother families
because payments are typically garnished
directly from paychecks and distributed
through the state, and fathers face penalties and accumulate debt for failure to pay.
Poor fathers face many barriers to providing consistent formal child support,
such as unstable employment, low skills
and education, health problems and incarceration.
Poor mothers may also prefer informal
child support, as direct receipt of child
support allows them to encourage and
regulate the fathers’ involvement with
their children.
Rainey’s Bulletin welcomes your input
both in the Weekly Challenger and on
WRXB.
Pastor Rainey is the president of the Parent Support For Education Council, Inc.,
(PSFEC) Chairman JWB South County
Community Council, serves as moderator of
Community Vineyard on WRXB 1590 AM
and also serves as Outreach Pastor for Faith
Memorial MB Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L.
Turner, Senior Pastor. Pastor Rainey may
be contacted at mrainey390@verizon.net or
727-420-1326
The Parent Council meets every third
Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the
Hospitality House, 3611 18th Ave. S. St.
Petersburg, adjacent to South Side Tabernacle Baptist Church. The community is
welcome.

Restored and renewed
From GOD, page 1

“I walked away from
ministr y and ser ving
God. I failed his people,”
said Bembr y. “I forsook
God, but I’m thankful that
he never forsook me.
God’s love does all things
and it can never and will
never fail”
Now after a season of
renewal, restoration and
pruning, God has restored
him back in ministr y and
other areas of his life. He
is remarried, maintains a
full and busy evangelistic
calendar of teaching and
preaching throughout the

eastern United States and
in the Caribbean.
He believes in and extends the forgiving love of
God to all regardless of
their present conditions or
lifestyle. Bembr y functions keenly in areas of
Demonic Warfare, Leadership Training and Church
Order. His favorite scripture is Matthew 11:12:
And from the days of John
the Baptist until now the
kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.
Bembr y is a graduate

of Andersonville Seminar y, and is now studying
to receive his doctorate in
theology and spiritual
counseling. He resides in
Palm Bay, Florida, with
his wife, First Lady Lasondra Pollock Bembr y. They
have a blended family of
six with the youngest
being a two years old.
Apostle Bembr y will
minister on Thursday at
7 p.m. and Sunday at
10 a.m. at Anointed Word
Fellowship, 1150 49th St.
N., St. Petersburg.

ASALH
Association for the Study of African American Life and History

PROUDLY PRESENTS
“At the Crossroads
of Freedom and Equality”:
The Emancipation Proclamation
and the March on Washington

1863 + 1963 2013
In which direction have we travelled?
Which way will we go from here?
Can we have both, or is it either or?
Featuring As Panelist: Sandra Rooks: Author and Executive Director Pinellas County
African American Museum; Jon Wilson, Author & retired reporter for the St. Petersburg
Times, Dr. Carolyn Collins of Tampa NAACP & Kenneth Gilbraith, Ph.D., Educator USF

Sunday, May 26
Lunch is served at 1 p.m. ~ Program starts at 2 p.m.

Aaron Burney/G.W. Mitchell Fellowship Center
1732 Spruce Street, Tampa, FL
Tickets $10.00 for Adults & $5.00 for students with ID
For more information, please contact us at 813-658-8854 or 727-458-7236.

Bringing our story to Life!
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Natural hair making a comeback
From HAIR , page 1

With natural stylists
all over the Tampa Bay
area, Davis stressed the
point that the lifestyle of a
chemical-free
woman
doesn’t have to change
and encouraged them to
continue
pampering
themselves at the salons.
“You can go to a natural hairstylist who will
take care of your hair just
as well as when you were
relaxed,” explained Davis
who wants ladies to know
the truth about going natural. “They can have Sisterlocks ™, they can have
locks, they can have
straight hair.”
And she stresses the
need for black women to
not worr y about what others think and to just do
what comes, well — naturally.
But most women, regardless of color and ethnic origin, tend to care
how others view them, so
a few gentlemen were
brought in to give their
opinion on the long standing debate.
Rodney Bennett works
for a hair care company
selling beauty supply
products. In fact, he even
brought gift bags for attendees, but he didn’t
linger on the products he
was selling. Instead, he
constructed a sit-in of
sorts with the ladies encouraging them to slide
their chairs just a little
closer so he could chat.
“My particular perspective is one sided,”
Bennett admitted as he
proclaimed his love for
natural hair. “Weaves are
kr yptonite to me. I’ll
never be able to put my
hand on it [and] I’ll never
be able to compliment it.”
Bennett insists that
women who evoke selfconfidence and security
in who they are and are
comfortable with their
roots will feel more confident in the natural style
and not kneel to the
Americanized version of
what
black
women
“should” look like.
“I think we’re really
caught up in the issue of
‘straight is really where
it’s at,’” Bennett contin-

ued as he attempted to
open up dialogue with the
women in attendance.
Fellow speaker Emory
White admits not seeing
too many women in his
circle of friends wearing
the natural style. Seeming
more open to the choices
women make and not
quite as animated on the
subject, he reckons he
doesn’t really have a preference either way. He just
likes a women’s hair to
look nice, but at the same
time doesn’t like to be
surprised with different
lengths daily.
“I don’t care if a
woman has weave,” White
explained stating as long
as it is realistic he is fine
with it. “If a woman’s hair
in the morning is short
and then I come back in
the evening and it’s down
your back, that’s not gradual. That’s not believable.”
Along with opinions as
to what is hot in hair, the
meet-up helped participants discover resources,
products and techniques
to styling. Nicole Hutcheson from 9Stone Natural
Hair Care Studio was on
hand to inspire and shed
light on the real purpose
surrounding
black
women wearing their hair
natural.
“I think as someone
with natural hair you have
options,” she said as she
denounced the use of
harsh
chemicals
in
styling products and
processes in an attempt to
guide women on their natural hair care journey.
“You can go curly, you
can do braids and you can
go straight. It doesn’t
have to damage your
hair.”
Although the debate
hasn’t been put entirely to
rest, the International
Natural Hair Meetup Day
was a success, with hopes
that the sensitive subject
of going natural can finally be publicized in a
different, more positive
light. Maybe even open
the door for the natural
hair revolution to gain a
larger following.

Yamono owns a mobile clothing business for
women and children called One Stop Shop.
Ms. Natural was there to promote
her business, Simply Natural. Everything is
handmade and natural with many products
fashioned by women in Kenya, Africa.

Mela Williams was there to
educate women on passion products.

Jamie Hayes, Nicole Hutcheson,
Asia Jackson and Patrina Miller from
9Stone Natural Hair Care Studio.

Johnnia Mitchell from Just B Beautiful explained
how to care for locks and Sisterlocks™.

Rodney Bennett and Emory White gave the
men’s perspective on women’s hair.

Beatrice Shaw, Alishia Humphrey and Jessica
Chung were there to explain That Crazy Wrap
Thing, a full body wrap that helps clear the body
of toxins and fat deposits.

Owners of tdpo unlimited, Tim Osgood and Dawn
Prior were on hand to sell their handcrafted all
natural care products with a concentration on
soaps made with organic oils.

Patrina Miller from 9Stone Natural Hair Care Studio
demonstrated how to flat iron natural hair.
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BY PEARL AND MEL SHAW
Welcome to FUNdraising Good Times, your place
for how-to information on the often mysterious topic of
fundraising. FUNdraising Good Times is written for
those who manage, work for, or provide volunteer leadership for non-profit organizations and institutions. The
column is designed to help you and the organizations
and institutions you believe in attract and retain resources and leadership needed for success.
It’s written by the two of us – Mel and Pearl Shaw.
We are a husband and wife team with over 50 years
combined experience in the fields of fundraising and
marketing. We work with organizations and institutions
across the country. Many of our clients are historically
black colleges or universities, some are churches, others are local organizations, hospitals and professional
associations.
We have seen firsthand how non-profits play a key
role in local communities. They provide emergency
services, educational and recreational programs,
healthcare, legal services, job training and mentors to
generation-after-generation. Colleges, universities,
churches and hospitals play a key role in educating,
saving, and healing our family members and the community. Non-profits are staffed by people – paid employees and volunteers – who are knowledgeable,
skilled, committed and passionate about making a difference.
For many non-profits nothing is guaranteed, and an
organization’s or institution’s financial health often lies
in the hands of its top leadership – its executive director, president or CEO, fundraising personnel, and those
who serve as board members, trustees and volunteer
fundraisers. This is true of local programs that counsel

people with HIV/AIDS, those that provide after school
programs, as well as more established institutions such
as our historically black colleges and universities.
Board members are committed and skilled, coming
together to provide guidance, oversight, policy and direction, often after the end of a long day at work. Executive directors, presidents, and CEOs are visionary,
talented, and often over-worked. Volunteers at all levels
look for ways they can make a difference. These are
the people that FUNdraising Good Times is written for.
Fundraising is all about people and money. These
are the keys to a non-profit’s success, and both need to
be used wisely and with great care. In this column you
will find tips for successful fundraising including easyto-use, how-to information on topics such as:
Prerequisites for fundraising success
Creating your fundraising plan
How to write a proposal
Building your board of directors – the key to
fundraising success
The thrills and perils of special events
We will also feature interviews with funders,
donors, executive directors, presidents, board members, and fundraising professionals as well as commentary on key issues in the nonprofit sector. We will also
look to hear from you and learn the issues you are
grappling with. We want to support your fundraising
success.
© Copyright Mel and Pearl Shaw.
Mel and Pearl Shaw are the authors of “Prerequisites
for Fundraising Success.” They provide fundraising
counsel
to
nonprofits.
Visit
them
at
www.saadandshaw.com.

Tensions rising between police and Midtown residents
From NAACP, page 1

moving car is a violation of
the department’s policy of
placing oneself in harm’s
way and then using that as
a reason to justify the use of
deadly force.
“Deadly force is used as
a fulfilling prophecy in this
instance. A bullet wound up
in someone’s home from
this incident too. A police
bullet instead of a criminal’s,” Sykes said as he
questioned the difference.
Another concern expressed by Sykes was the
hiring and promotion
within the department.
There appears to be a reduction in diverse representation with only one
African-American employee
among the 20-25 newly promoted sergeants and upper
level administrators.
This is a concern for the
future because once current employees retire, the
department will lack minorities in positions to affect policy, which will cause
a lack of cultural connectivity with the community.

L-R, Joyce Hamilton Henry, John Muhammad,
Rev. Sykes and Watson Haynes.
The NAACP plans to
document these concerns
and present them to SPPD
Chief Chuck Harmon with
a request for a response
within the next 30 days.
The documentation will include data from the SPPD
about police chases and
where they are clustered.
The NAACP is continuing to gather data from the
SPPD regarding the number of stops made in the
community and the nature
of those stops.

At this time the NAACP
is requesting some policy
changes and not pursuing
legal action; however, they
are not ruling out lawsuits
depending on the responses to their concerns.
Dr. Joyce Hamilton
Henry, director of the midFlorida regional office of the
American Civil Liberties
Union of Florida attended
the press conference and
gave support to the NAACP.
“The community is only
asking for policy changes

now, no legal action,”
Henry stated. “They have
documented the problem
and is bringing awareness
to the chief. His response
will determine if there is a
need for legal action.”
Sykes added that the
NAACP is not endorsing
lawlessness among citizens, but that the community is at a point of not
accepting silence as a response from the SPPD. and
that the police is not adequately policing themselves.
Sykes supports the old
chase policy and is unsure
why the policy that stood
for over 17 years changed
without being promoted to
the public.
Other community partners showing support were
Watson Haynes, President
and CEO of the Pinellas
County Urban League, Dr.
Ricardo Davis, Lifetime
NAACP member and John
Muhammad, President of
the Child’s Park Neighborhood Association.
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FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
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Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
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Chicago Style Steppin in St. Pete

Coaching with Passion

From STEPPIN, page 1

Staff Writer

the 1960s, but since R&B
crooner R. Kelly’s “Step In
The Name of Love,” it has
established itself as a new
dance craze gaining new
enthusiasts rapidly.
Steppin lead instructor
Richard Fortson and basic
step instructor Kevin Morrow of Tampa Soulful Steppers have begun steppin
dance classes at Pinellas
Technical Education Center (pTEC). They are passionate as they describe
steppin not only as an enjoyable form of dancing,
but also as an opportunity
to socialize, network and
exercise.
“Steppin is a [mixture]
of bop, swing, and jitterbug,” explained Morrow.
”It’s a form of urban ballroom dancing,” said
Richard Fortson.
The duo explained that
steppin has three beginner
moves: basic step, the
cross over, and the half
left. They also emphasized
that the dance is under the
“umbrella of timing,” a
system of beats, eight
count synchronizations
and the alignment of your
feet.
Fortson and Morrow
were given the opportunity to bring steppin
classes to St. Pete by a
chance viewing of their
troupe at Ruth Eckerd
Hall by Assistant Director
Boe Norwood from pTEC.
He enjoyed the performance so much that he offered them space at the
school located at 901 34th
St. S.
The Tuesday night
class is increasing as the
word spreads about its existence.
“I love dancing and
watching people dance,”
exclaimed student J.Nessa
Andrews. “Steppin is precise, smooth and you can
hear the music. It’s a steppin community in Florida
and I’m glad steppin is
here.”
Earl Gainey and his
wife Dorothy started

Richard Fortson, left, and Kevin Morrow

Kevin Morrow instructs newcomers.
classes last August. “We
wanted to learn how to
swing, steppin was just by
chance,” he said. “This
dance has history.”
Gainey also stated that
he and his wife have
gained relationships and
their affiliation with the organizations has given
them the opportunity to
visit other places. They
will soon be attending the
National Dance Weekend
in New Orleans. “A whole
new world has opened up
for me and my wife,” he
expressed.
Steppin sets, or parties, are held throughout
the country in major metropolitan areas and the
world’s largest steppin
party and competition is
held every year by The
Majestic
Gents
in
Chicago. All attendees arrive in stylish attire from
tuxedos with derbies and
top hats, to flowing, sexy,

cocktail dresses, to tailored jean outfits.
The Tampa Soulful
Steppers will soon begin a
monthly steppin set at one
of the local lodges. They
hope more people will be
exposed to and embrace
their love of steppin. Their
events are geared toward
a more mature group of
people, and they want to
create a positive, fun environment.
“It’s the energy, the
people, and definitely the
music is what the atmosphere is about,” Morrow
said.
“I
love
steppin,”
Richard concluded. “I
enjoy seeing people having fun. I enjoy the camaraderie.”
For more information,
please log onto thetampasoulfulsteppers.com, or
call Kevin Morrow at
(813) 458-2394 or Richard
Fortson at (313) 363-6995.

ST. PETERSBURG —
As the championship game
proceeded, young Joshua
McCree seem to score at
will, grab every rebound
and pass off to waiting
teammates who were cast
into the heated competition
by the absence of three
starters and the sixth man
off the bench. Joshua was
so dominate, the 10 year
old drew double and triple
teamed defense from the
opposition.
“I was just out there
having fun,” said Joshua. “I
knew we didn’t have all of
our players but we had
other players. I just played
my best.
The game’s score went
back and forth. When
Joshua’s team was down,
he brought them back up.
Then, the coach called a
timeout. His instructions to
the team were to give
Joshua the ball and let him
take over.
When the timeout was
over, Joshua continued to
score enough to keep the
game close, but he also
continued to rebound and
pass to inexperienced
teammates.
“Josh, stop passing and
shoot the ball,” yelled the
coach.
“But dad,” exclaimed
Joshua in the huddle during another timeout, “you
said to play team basketball.
The team lost, but the
coach learned a valuable
lesson: Joshua is the ultimate team player. Today, at
19 years old, he coaches
the same way.
Joshua played locally at
Boca Ciega High School.
While there the Pirates
were district champions,
tournament champions,
held the best record in
Pinellas
County
and
ranked top five in the State
of Florida.
After graduation and
prepared to attend Florida
Southern University, news
from the doctor delayed
those plans. Josh required
surgery with an extended

Joshua McCree

recovery period. He was
heartbroken, but not defeated.
The passion for basketball, strong desire and incredible work ethic drove
him harder to the gym. It
also led to him becoming a
basketball trainer. Three
days a week he conducts
group and personal workouts for youth. In the sessions he teaches basic
fundamental skills which
give his students a good
start in learning the game.
Joshua requires the
thriving youngsters to have
fun and enjoy the game.
The kids love him and so
do the parents.
“Coach Josh is very
positive and friendly,” said
Octavia Jones, mother of
Troy and Trevor. “Their
dad, Troy Jones, pastor
and owner of Jones Barbershop, contacted him be-

cause we wanted our kids
to learn how to play the
right way. He is very
knowledgeable and patient.
It was a great decision.”
Coach Josh trains individuals and groups at J.W.
Cate Recreation Center, located at 5801 22nd Ave. N.,
St. Pete. He works on ball
handling, proper footwork,
defensive angles, conditioning, thinking the game
through, fun and of course
teamwork.
“It gives me a chance to
make money doing what I
love doing,” said Josh. I
feel like I don’t have a job.
I have a passion. I’m a competitor. If I’m not working
to get better, then someone
can take my place.”
For more information
on Coach Josh training sessions, contact J.W. Cate
Recreation Center at 727893-7751.

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS
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First African-American
president of MFA
ST. PETERSBURG —
Howard L. Mills has officially been name the new
President of the Museum
of Fine Arts Board of
Trustees. Serving the last
two years as presidentelect, he has impressive financial and administrative
experience, as well as a
great interest in art.
Since 2006, he has been
Corporate Credit Manager
and In-House Counsel for
Tampa Armature Works, a
dynamic “electric power solution” company with four
subsidiaries and 15 sales locations throughout Florida,
Georgia,
Mississippi,
Louisiana, and Alabama.
From 1997-2004, he was
Director of Financial Administration for the Columbia University Medical
School’s
affiliation
at
Harlem Hospital. In that capacity, he coordinated $70
million annual audits and
monitored a $70 million
contract with New York
City. He also balanced a $70
million operations budget
and oversaw an $8 million
faculty practice plan.
Prior to 1997, he was
Budget
Director
and
Deputy Budget Director of
Harlem
Hospital.
As
Budget Director, Mills was
responsible for a $250 million operating budget. He

Figuring It Out for the Child

Howard L. Mills
reviewed all cost reports
for Medicaid and Medicare
compliance and chaired
the Patient Focused Care
Initiative of the Departments of Surgery and Medicine.
He also worked for the
New York City Finance Department, the New York
State Labor Department,
and the U.S. Census Bureau as the Assistant Director of the Brooklyn Region.
Mills is a 2007 graduate
of the Leadership Tampa
program, sponsored by the

Tampa Chamber of Commerce, and continues to
function as an alumnus. He
holds Bachelors of Science
in business magna cum
laude from Medgar Evers
College in Brooklyn and
earned his Juris Doctor
from the Rutgers University School of Law, where
he was awarded a Distinguished Grade in Administrative Law.
He and his wife
Bernadette are collectors of
African American and contemporary art.

      
         

The Figuring It Out for
the Child program helps
unmarried African-American moms and dads expecting their first baby
together learn about communication and teamwork
in south St. Petersburg.
The aim is to promote
young fathers’ involvement in the lives of their
children, whether they
stay romantically involved
with their child’s mother
or not.
Meetings are led by experienced
community
Mentors. The goal of the
project is to help new parents work cooperatively
and together both before
and after their baby is
born. Up to $350 in gift
cards for program participation & interviews, transportation available, and
sessions at your conven-

ience at Mt. Zion Human
Services.
To qualify for the program:
• One or both parents
must be African American
• Both mom and dad
must participate
• The baby has not yet
been born

• The parents are having their first baby together (although they may
have other children from
prior relationships)
If you or others wish
for further information,
the project website is:
usfsp.edu/fsc/research/fi
guring-it-out-for-the-child/
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James H. O’Neal
For many people in south St. Petersburg, James H. O’Neal is the man
who sold copies of the Weekly Challenger in front of Mr. C’s grocery store
in Central Plaza until the store went
out of business. He was a fixture there
for many years, quietly speaking to
ever yone who came by and offering
them a copy of the newspaper.
He relocated some 11 years ago to
the Coquina Key Plaza. Look for him
on Thursdays sitting on a bench in
front of the Save-A-Lot store with papers in his hand. But other days of the
week, you’ll find him helping other
people in the community.
O’Neal and his wife moved to St.
Petersburg in 1953, a young couple
with two children, Linda and James.
Visiting relatives during a Thanksgiving holiday weekend, they notice the
atmosphere was so very different from
the farming community which they
held from.
The sunshine, beaches and green
grass were very different from the clay
hills and valleys in Dublin, Ga. Even
the kind of jobs here were different.
Despite of the differences, they came
back to make the Methodist Town
area their new home.
A man used to working to provide
for his family, O’Neal was soon employed in the body shop at Ross
Chevrolet (now Maher). He was there
for many years, but he eventually got
involved in building houses and doing
other cement work. His actual position was that of making up the mud for
finishing floors and laying tile.
He learned the business and did
well, but the work was not as steady as
he needed it to be. O’Neal wanted to
work every day. His family had grown
to seven by now, so he asked for more
work.
For a couple of years, things went
well. When the business owner’s
brother-in-law returned from the service, however, O’Neal was out of a job.
“I was not out of work for long,
though,” O’Neal pointed out. “A friend
of the tile store’s owner was looking
for a helper, so I took the job.”
For two years straight, he worked
in Coquina Key, sometimes seven days
a week. He helped build many houses
out there. His job was to make sure
ever ything was finished properly in
every bathroom.
The O’Neal children are all adults
now and there are grandchildren for
him to enjoy. Two of his daughters
reminisced about the fun times as children in the O’Neal household.
Every day, according to daughters
Linda and Denise, their father did
things with his children, from playing
sports with them in the back yard to
attending all of their school and community sporting events. All of the children were involved in sports –

???
Local jazz organization awards
scholarships

basketball, baseball, and cheerleading.
Every weekend was a time for fun.
Friday nights were the nights he spent
some time with his friends, but he always brought home ham sandwiches
from Joe’s Bar-B-Que for his wife and
kids to eat while they watched their
Friday night television shows.
Saturdays were for shopping, haircuts for the boys and shampoos and
straightening for the girls. He took all
of them to Sunday School on Sunday
morning and took them all to Spa
Beach after church in the afternoon.
And not just his children, but carload
after carload of neighborhood children
were welcome to join them.
Every year when the Florida State
Fair came to the area, his car was
packed with neighborhood kids. If the
children wanted to go, O’Neal was willing to take them, no matter how long
it took to get them all there.
Just after the first two children
completed high school and enrolled in
college, his wife passed away and he
became a single parent. It was a very
tough period in their lives, but friends
and family members - especially his
sisters - stepped in to help them work
through the grief and continue with
their lives. All of the children completed high school and went into various occupations and professions.
O’Neal, meanwhile, continued to
be an example to his children. Never
a man of many words, he was a strict
but loving father who worked hard to
keep his family clothed and well-fed.
In addition, he began to attend Sunday School and church services every
Sunday and became an usher, a position he still holds today. He ushers at
St. Mark Missionar y Baptist Church
on the first and third Sundays, including the 7:30 a.m. ser vice on the first
Sunday.
So next time you’re in the Coquina
Key area on a Thursday, stop by and
pick up a paper and say hello to the
oldest paper boy in town.

Last Sunday, the Al Downing Tampa
Bay Jazz Association (ADTBJA) held its
Annual Scholarship – Membership Competition Meeting at the Murray Studio
Theater at Ruth Eckerd Hall in Clearwater.
Each year the ADTBJA holds back to
back their annual membership meeting
and a scholarship competition event. As
in the past, the membership meeting was
low-keyed, but the competition for scholarship event, as usual, highlighted some
of the most talented young jazz musicians
in the Tampa Bay area.
The ADTBJA is provided the names of
eligible high school musicians from the
Pinellas Education Foundation. This year
they received a total of 34 applicant names.
After reviewing their talents, the list was
whittled down to just five finalists. It is
amazing what happens to the finalists in
their years ahead, for instance, the president of ADTBJA Mark Feinman was a finalist just nine years ago.
The five finalists were judged on their
performance of two tunes by a panel of
three judges: guitarist Vincent Sims, jazz
trombonist Andy Foertsch and yours
truly, jazz flautist Rick Gee. Each one of us
has served as president of the organization.
Before the start of the scholarship
competition, Scholarship Committee
Chairman Dwayne White explained the
performance and judging procedure.
Participating finalists included jazz pianist Aaron Lehrian of Seminole High
School; jazz bassist Lamont Kaiser of Tarpon Springs High School; alto saxophonist/clarinetist Danny Stagnitta from
Lakewood High School; jazz guitarist Kirk
Yates from Palm Harbor High School, and
tenor saxophonist Anthony Virgilio of
Gibbs High School.
The judges concentrated on such
areas as the quality of sound or tone, instrumental phrasing, structural improvisation, individual creativity, including
statement of the melody plus several other
elements.
Accompanying the participants was a
rhythm section comprised of three top
area jazz musicians: Kevin Wilder on
piano, Hiram Hazley on bass and Ron
Gregg on drums. Their performance
alone was simply amazing.
Most of the tunes performed by the
participants were familiar jazz standards
such as, “Stella By Starlight,” “Giant
Steps,” “All Blues” and several others.
Need I say all of the tunes were performed
to perfection?
After the participants performed, and
while the judges’ sheets were being tallied,
a brief concert was held by the brilliant
and talented jazz musician Pat Bettison
performing on harmonica.
The five scholarships are separate
monetary awards that will be sent to the
college of the participant’s choosing. A
positive and key factor is each participant
receives a scholarship award ranging from
$2,000, $1,500, $1,000, and two $500
awards, in that order.
The one, two and three winners of the
competition planning to attend the University of North Florida are Lamont Kaiser,
Aaron Lehrian and Danny Stagnitta.
Attending the University of Florida
and Stetson University were fourth and
fifth finalists Kirk Yates and Anthony Virgilio, respectively.
The afternoon of competition was
rounded out by a brief concert by the
rhythm section joined by Pat Bettison on
harmonica, Dwayne White on trumpet

Aaron Lehrian

Anthony Virgilio

Danny Stagnitta

Kirk Yates

Lamont Kaiser
and of course the scholarship participants.
It was a beautiful program, and hat’s
are off to the Al Downing Tampa Bay Jazz
Association for their efforts in supporting
the talented youth of our communities
and for their tireless efforts in “Keeping
Jazz Alive.”
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
or email me at jazzjamm@aol.com.
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By Marlo Scott

WeeklyChallengerWellness@gmail.com

Who’s doing
your hair?

Getting the
Best of You
By Dee Mortellaro

Turning prediabetes around
through weight loss

Roy Anthony Scarborough–Cruz is
a transplant from Milwaukee. His hair
story starts a little different from the
others we’ve featured. Instead of cutting
friends’ hair in the neighborhood, he
started out by cutting his own.
“A classmate who was also in a band
with me always had a nice cut that
looked neat and clean. So one day I
asked him where he went to get his hair
cut, and he said he did it himself,”
Scarborough–Cruz explained.
Having curly hair, he was always
looking for a solution to keeping it neat.
So when his friend offered to show him
the basics of hair cutting, he jumped at
the chance. He studied his friend for
about a week and then asked his
mother for a pair of clippers.
His first attempt to cut his own hair
turned out less than stellar, but he took
it in stride, learned from his mistakes
and went back to the drawing board
once his hair grew back.
“Once it grew out I made another attempt. I got better over time especially
when I learned how to use the different
guards correctly,” he said.
When people started asking him
where he got his hair cut at, he knew he
was ready to try his skills out on others.
And who else better to start with than
his best friend Wayne. He edged his
hair and it turned out great.
Did I mention that all of this was taking place when he was in the sixth
grade? By the time he hit the seventh
grade, Wayne let him cut his entire
head.
Even though his best friend’s hair
had a looser wave pattern than his, the
cut came out superb. Wayne stared
referring more of their friends, and
Scarborough–Cruz eventually mastered
all different hair textures and how to
blend.
He continued cutting hair to make
extra money, and one day decided to enroll at the Clearwater campus of Pinellas Technical Education Center for their
cosmetology program.
Going into the program he already
knew how to cut men’s hair, but he
knew nothing about the rest of the skills
a cosmetologist has.
“I would like to give a shout out to
my teacher Mrs. Betty Greenlaw who
took her time with me. She showed me
patience and understanding,” he said.
While in school he learned everything from relaxers to facials and every-

thing in between. It took him approximately a year and a half to successfully
complete the program, and he quickly
landed a position working under Ralph
Joseph in 2009.
“He wanted to bring on a younger
stylist/barber to help bring in a younger
crowd. Plus, there were no outstanding
African-American barbers in this area,
so my goal was to set the tone and be
the best in my arena,” he explained.
To help promote his business, he advertised in his stepfather’s coupon book
that advertised a lot of businesses in the
area. Even with the advertisement it
took him a while to build up his clientele
and have people trust him.
“I started with hardly any clients and
built from the ground up. By word of
mouth it took about two years to build
this strong foundation of respect and
trust,” he said.
In 2010, he was introduced to booth
rentals by the new owners of the salon,
and he feels it is a good concept. He actually started out on commission under
the old management, and admits it was
tough.
Scarborough–Cruz specializes in
men’s cuts but enjoys doing design cuts
for women. He blow dries and flat irons
for those urban hairstyles like Halle
Berry’s; he cuts layers and does foils
and colors and he offers the perfect
look for the older client who is mature
and conservative.
He is single with no children, but
would love to have some in the future
when the time is right. So for now, he
spends most of his free time in the
music studio recording and writing
songs and making beats.
“My passion is music. I was around
four years old when I started singing in
the church choir and I’ve been singing
ever since. I play piano, trombones, clarinet and flute,” he said.
So head over to Helena’s Hair
Design, located at 930 Patricia Ave.
in Dunedin, where you will find
Scarborough–Cruz ready to style. And
ladies, if you’re lucky maybe he’ll sing
some Trey Songz to you as he makes
you beautiful.
Work hours: Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from Noon - 7 p.m.
and on Fridays and Saturdays from 9-4
p.m.
Prices: Men’s cuts for $17 without a
coupon, $6 with one.
For an appointment: 727-736-3446.

Stop it, I say!
Wild and ridiculous salon situations
Girl, I go to this new chick to get my
hair done. She gave me this nice cut and
color. I usually do it myself, but it was starting to break a little. Anyways, I need another relaxer because the one I just got
two weeks ago has grown out. So I called
her and she told me to wait a few more
weeks. She’s always telling me to wait. Either she doesn’t know how to do my hair,

or she’s just lazy.
Stop it, I say!
Honey please, could you maybe set up
a consult with your stylist and have her review with you proper relaxer timelines?
Do you think your hair is so special that
she can’t figure it out? Remember, you
started going to her because you were
breaking it out.

Last week, I met a young man
named David who has recently been diagnosed with Prediabetes. This is a condition marked by glucose levels that are
higher than normal, but not high
enough to be considered Type 2 Diabetes. It can (not always) lead to Type 2
Diabetes but is often able to be treated
before that progression occurs. If a person is over the age of 45, has high blood
pressure and/or is African-American,
Asian American or Mexican American
he/she has a higher risk of developing
Diabetes. The American Diabetes Association lists some symptoms that can be
early signs of the disease: unusual
thirst, frequent urination, blurred vision, extreme fatigue, frequent infections, cuts/bruises that are slow to heal,
tingling/numbness in the hands/feet,
and recurring skin, gum or bladder infections.
If you are diagnosed with Prediabetes, you may very well be able to return your blood glucose levels to a
normal range by losing 7% of your body
weight and adding moderate exercise
for 30 minutes a day, five days a week.
At www.gettingthebestofyou.com, I
have detailed more specific information
on losing weight and curbing hunger in
a blog titled “What to Do and How to Do
it.”
1) WHAT TO DO: Basically don’t
consume more calories than you burn.
For women, a general rule is about 1200
per day. For men, it’s about 1600. Before
watching my caloric intake, it wasn’t uncommon for me to eat two to three
times that amount. Exercise increases
that number allowed by adding the
number of calories you burn working
out to the number of calories you are
allowed. I have found www.myfitnesspal.com to be an invaluable tool for
measuring these two things.
2) HOW TO DO IT: This is the part
that will be a lifelong learning process,
adjusted to fit your individual goals and
lifestyle. It really means eating the
kinds of foods that keep you full, provide the most nutrition and keep you
from feeling deprived of the things you
like to eat. Look back through other
posts from this month to see what
kinds of changes I’ve made and please

be sure to leave a comment or email me
if you have specific questions or challenges.
After losing about 15 pounds I’ve noticed that I feel much more energetic
and am sleeping better. Here is the
basic guide I am following: Eliminate
sugar, white flour, potatoes, white rice,
pasta and alcohol. Don’t panic! It’s not
forever, just until you get the ball
rolling. Start your day with water, eggs,
whole oats, Greek yogurt, fruit. I make
a lot of omelets with one whole egg plus
two egg whites, spinach and mushrooms. Keep fruits, veggies, yogurt,
hummus, cheese and nuts close by for
a morning snack and afternoon snack.
(Cheese and nuts are high in calories
but you don’t need to eliminate them,
just have smaller portions.) Lunch can
be a salad loaded with veggies, or a
turkey burger with lettuce and tomato.
Honestly, I got really bored with salad
after a couple of weeks so I have been
using romaine leaves as bread in rolling
up my favorite healthy filling — grilled
chicken with salsa, tuna, ground turkey.
Black beans and white beans are
taking the place of the ground beef I
used to eat. You can make all kinds of
tasty healthy soups with broth, beans
and veggies. Also, colored bell peppers
are a win-win — high in flavor and vitamins, low in calories. Use spices like
garlic, black pepper, cayenne pepper,
cumin, chili, cinnamon, oregano to flavor your veggies. Check out the blog
“Focus on What You Can Eat.” One last
thing, don’t throw in the towel if it feels
hard the first several days. Days one
through three are the hardest, but after
the first week you’ll start to feel like it’s
a normal way to eat and after a few
weeks you will really see your cravings
for junk food change. Really!
Also read the blog on “Taming
Hunger is Key.” You’ll find that what
you eat – rather than how much you eat
– can help you avoid those annoying
hunger pains. As hard as it is, learn to
be OK with being hungry after you’ve
eaten dinner and go to bed hungry. It’s
not pleasant sometimes but it is SO
worth the sacrifice. You’ll see a much
faster payoff for all of your healthy eating during the day.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 




Come Worship With the First Baptist Family



     






  

  

 




  

   









 





Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.






 





 
 

 

 















 




Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.










   
    
   
   
  
   
    

Victory Christian Center Church

  

    



  
  
     
   
 



  


 

  
 
 


















  
 

 



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.





Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.


  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





 
 

 
 







 

 
1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  





 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Events for May 2013
May 27 - Memorial DayChurch office closed.
Coming in June

Jun 9 - Celebration of Rev.
Brian K. Brown’s 18th Anniversary. The theme is: A
Man who Honors God in the
Word and Doctrine.
Coming in July
Jul 15-19 - Vacation Bible
School-Theme: Jesus Family
Reunion. Bring the Family together in the unity of Jesus
Christ for the best reunion yet!
As for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord: Joshua 24:15.
More information coming.
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are in-

vited to come out study the Bible
with us, and learn “What Baptist
Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays &
Thursdays (closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday evening
at 7 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday
School and at 10:15 a.m. worship service. Bible Study and
Teen Summit/Children Rising
are held Wednesday evenings
at 7.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching ministry;

with priorities focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship, we care for one another,
we cultivate the fullest spiritual
life possible both individually
and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity. Living out these
principles results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages
and interests. We also encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line. (727321-9645)
The Elizabeth Howard
Scholarship Banquet is scheduled for Saturday, May 25, at

6:30 p.m. in the church Fellowship Hall. The theme this
year is “I Can, I Will, I Must.”
Tickets are now available for
this annual event hosted by
the Scholarship Ministry;
which helps provide scholarships for our graduates. Call
church office at 727-327-0554
for additional information.
April Event: Family Meeting, Friday, April 19 7 p.m.
“Jesus On Every Scene In
2013” Matthew 28:20
Telephone: 727-327-0554.
Fax: 727-327-0240.
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.c
om. Website: www.bmmbc.org.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

Visible Voices Christian Community Association

Having All The Facts Does Not Mean
You Know The Truth

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
2013 “Total Surrender, Total
Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. Worship,
Fellowship and Learn with us!
Mark your calendar:
Sunday, June 2nd marks
The SHIP’s 85th Church Anniversary, so get ready, get
ready, get ready! Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Pastor will open our
celebration at the 7:45 a.m.
worship service. The 10:45
a.m. worship service will feature Dr. Joseph Gordon, Pastor Emeritus, Pleasant Grove

Missionary Baptist Church.
We will continue our
church anniversary events
nightly June 3 -5, at 7 p.m.
Monday night celebration will
feature Bishop Lewis Sherman, Pastor of Holy Christian
Church. Speakers for Tuesday and Wednesday night will
be announced at a later date.
Sunday, June 9th speakers
for the 7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
worship services will be announced at a later date.
Let us prepare for a glorious time as The SHIP celebrates what the Lord has done
so far! Our key participants
for the 85th Church Anniversary are Brother and Sister
Ronnie Crum and Deacon and

Sister Lenton Jenkins, Jr.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ Morning
Service starts at 7:45 and 10:45.
Sunday School begins at 9:30.
Join us each Wednesday for
Noonday Bible Study or each
Wednesday night at 7 p.m. as
we study in the Book of MARK,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712. Our telephone
number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
“Celebrating 85 years of
service in His name!”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs
and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Sun., June 9 – Graduation
Sunday. We will honor our
High School and College graduates.
Sat., June 15 - “Grateful for
Greatness” Music, Performing
Arts, and Choirs showcase, 4
p.m. Boca Ciega High School.
Contact the church for more
information
Third Thursday of the

month – Men’s Unity Ministry
– Calling all Men. The Men’s
Ministry invite you to come
out on the third Thursday of
each month for their unity fellowship and study of “What a
Man of God Should Look
Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - Now
meeting the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month 7 p.m.,
CARE building, 1906 9th Ave.
S., For more information contact Min. Keith Murphy at 727289-6057.
One-80 Teen Ministry will
host “College Prep 101” Parents and Teens if college is in
your future please join College
Prep 101, held the 1st & 3rd
Tuesday’s of each month in

the Youth Fellowship Hall 6:30
– 7:30 p.m.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our BRAND
NEW website and let’s get
connected today! www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

‘Dragnet’ was a very popular crime drama
radio program In the 50s. It featured a Sergeant
named Joe Friday. He questioned suspects, in a
monotone voice asking them ‘for the facts and
nothing but the facts.’ This type of inquiry became a popular fad a lot of teenagers repeated.
Facts are individualized assessments of your actual experiences or observations personally witnessed by you. Opinions are different. Opinions
are the conclusions you’ve drawn upon secondhand facts. It’s natural that all of us presuppose
everything instinctively.We either believe, misbelieve or not believe as a matter of fact.
Unfortunately, too many Christians react to
what they see, hear, feel and/or understand and
expect to be accepted, rewarded, and deemed
significant or even honored by others. Abraham
was such a person. God TOLD him directly that
he [God] was going to make of him a great nation [Genesis 12], that his seed would be empowered to destroy the works of Satan. His
children will be above and never beneath the
head and not the tail and they will be blessed
coming in and going out among other blessings.
Abraham believed what God TOLD him was the
TRUTH. This made Abraham righteous.
Herein lies the problem. A lot of church
folks confuse being righteous with works of the
flesh. Abraham was a classic example of the
TRUTH being demonstrated in spite of what he
did or did not do. Abraham messed up in grand
fashion. Two of the instances were Abraham
didn’t do things the way God TOLD him. First,
he was not to allow his nephew Lot to join him
on his journey. Second, with Abraham’s wife
being beautiful he knew she would be desired
by the Pharaoh so he feared for his life. Therefore, he cohered his wife to aid and abet him in
defrauding the Pharaoh. Nevertheless, once
Abraham realized he had not done things the
way God TOLD him he repented with passion.
Yet, God’s grace brought him safely into
Canaan land where God started His godly nation [Genesis 17-19].
On the other side of the coin, Job, a righteous man, pleased God in all of his ways so
much our Heavenly Father invited Satan to at-

tempt to turn Job against God. Job endured
tremendous hardships. His wife tried to influence him to compromise his integrity; to just
curse God and die rather than continue to face
calamities, pain and suffering. Job ignored his
wife, he survived, but she died! Some of his
well-meaning friends came to console him
based on their facts of what they knew about
God. They ended up verbally abusing and accusing him.
Job weighed the facts from his wife, socalled friends and held onto the TRUTH of the
matter. In the end, God TOLD Job everything
his well meaning friends had said to him in
good faith was wrong; as he was still ‘right’eous.
Infact, God TOLD Job if he didn’t intercede for
them, He[God]was going to hurt’em really bad.
God restored more into Job’s life than he had
lost by suffering for righteousness sake, including a new wife! Then there were four righteous
men who came into agreement because they
understood they all had been saved by grace
and must be willing to perform works of righteousness. That is to lead another person into
the presence, power and provisions of the
LORD.
They considered all the facts of having to
carry a paralyzed man on a cot, lifting him up
on top of a house while tearing a hole in the roof
and then letting him down in front of Jesus
while he was teaching just so that man who
could do nothing to help himself could meet
Jesus and be made whole. They sought no
glory for themselves but rather sought to win
the lost at any cost. [Revelation 22:12,13].
No one is saved by what we know [some
people may quote the Bible backwards], whom
we think we know [including God] or what we
do. We are only saved by accepting God’s amazing grace. We’re counted righteous when we
trust what God has said and done. God sealed
Abrahams’ covenant with His only begotten Son
Jesus Christ finished work on the cross. God’s
WORD is TRUTH. Jesus is the WORD OF
GOD. So please stop confusing your facts with
THE TRUTH by upholding TRUTH in unrighteousness Romans 1:17-32].
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